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COURSE PRE-REQUISITE(S): 

Mention only course titles from the curriculum that are needed to be taken by the students 

before registering for this course. 

 

COURSE OUTCOMES (COS): 

At the end of the course the student should be able to: 

(Write 3-7 course outcomes. Course outcomes are statements of observable student actions 

that serve as evidence of knowledge, skills and values acquired in this course) 

1. Contextualise the social and intellectual background of classical sociologists 

2. Appreciate the contemporaneity of classical sociological thought 

3. Appreciate the need for thinking in theoretical terms and concepts 

4. Demonstrate Basic Understanding of Theory and Research 

 

UNIT – 1: A COMTE AND H SPENCER                                                             12 HOURS 
Chapter 1: Auguste Comte: Intellectual context, Positivism, Law of Three Stages, 

Classification of Sciences 

Chapter 2: Herbert Spencer: Theory of Social Evolution, Organic Analogy, 

Types of Society 

 

UNIT – 2: K MARX AND G SIMMEL                                                                 14 HOURS 
Chapter 3: Karl Marx: Dialectical Materialism, Economic Determinism, Class 

Struggle, Alienation 

Chapter 4: Georg Simmel: Formal Sociology, Theory of Sociation, and Theory of  ConGlict 

 

UNIT – 3: E DURKHEIM AND M WEBER                                                        16 HOURS 

Chapter 5: Emile Durkheim: Social Facts,  Division of Labour in Society, Suicide, Sociology 

of Religion 

Chapter 6: Max Weber: Social Action, Ideal Types, Bureaucracy, Types of Authority, 

Protestant Ethics and Spirit of Capitalism 
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